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—The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE /y^f^O^ MONTH(fi) FROM THE MAILING DATE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status - ^ 

J^^esponsive to communication(s) filed on w &4A) ^ 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for format matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 



)isposition of Claims / ^ 

^CIaim(s) Z_ 



Disposition of Claims 

. is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

^fClaim(s): — is/are rejected. 

□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

□ Claim(s) are subject to restriction or election 

requirement. 

Application Papers 

^^See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

^The drawing(s) filed on fa^J is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

£CThe specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
^I^The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

Certified copies not received : 

Attachment(s) 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s) □ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

^Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 □ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 
^Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 □ Other 

Office Action Summary 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 



1. Applicant has not complied with one or more conditions for receiving the 
benefit of an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120 as follows: 

An application in which the benefits of an earlier application are desired 
must contain a specific reference to the prior application^) in the first 
sentence of the specification (37 CFR 1.78). 
The first sentence of the specification should be amended to be: -This 
application is a continuation-in-part of Serial Number 08/497,997, filed June 12, 
1995, now abandoned-. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 
make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of 
carrying out his invention. 

The following is a quotation of 37 CFR 1.71(a)-(c): 

(a) The specification must include a written description of the invention or discovery and 
of the manner and process of making and using the same, and is required to be in such full, 
clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art or science to which 
the invention or discovery appertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and 
use the same. 
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(b) The specification must set forth the precise invention for which a patent is solicited, in 
such manner as to distinguish it from other inventions and from what is old. It must describe 
completely a specific embodiment of the process, machine, manufacture, composition of 
matter or improvement invented, and must explain the mode of operation or principle 
whenever applicable. The best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his 
invention must be set forth. 

© In the case of an improvement, the specification must particularly point out the part 
or parts of the process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter to which the 
improvement relates, and the description should be confined to the specific improvement and 
to such parts as necessarily cooperate with it or as may be necessary to a complete 
understanding or description of it. 



The specification is objected to under 37 CFR 1.71 because it fails to 
adequately teach how to make and/or use the invention, i.e., it fails to provide an 
enabling disclosure. The original specification, drawings and claims fail to 
adequately describe the purpose and operation of the locking bridged bars doors 
14 and the micro cross over connected bars. Since each swing type object 13 has 
an individual door 12 which when unlocked allows access to the article to be 
vended, why are the locking bridged bars doors needed? How are the locking 
bridged bars doors moved out of the way or opened? What are the micro cross 
over connected bars? Are they shown in the drawings? Why are they needed 
and how are they operated? 

3. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as containing 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly 
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connected, to make and/or use the invention. See the objection to the 
specification in paragraph 2 above, 

4. Claims 1-9 are rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner 
required by 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 

The claim (s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and 
functional or operational language. The structure which goes to make up the 
device must be clearly and positively specified. The structure must be organized 
and correlated in such a manner as to present a complete operative device. The 
claim (s) must be in one sentence form only. Claims 1, 2 and 8 do not end with a 
period and claims 1-9 do not begin with a capital letter. Note the format of the 
claims in the patent (s) cited. 



5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless « 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), 
and (4) of section 371© of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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6. Claims 1 and 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Humm et al. Notice computer 21, vending apparatus 11, modem 
28, keypad 39 and display 27 of Humm et al. 

Drawings 

7. The drawings are objected to because figures 10 and 14 only show written 
matter and therefore should be part of the written specification instead of the 
drawings. Correction is required. 

Oath/Declaration 

8. The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.67(a) identifying this application by application 
number and filing date is required. See MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

The oath or declaration is defective because: 
The first page refers to application SN 08/497997, where it should refer to this 
application SN 08/881,021. The second page refers to Pat. No. 4,136,764 in the 
section where benefit under 35 USC 120 is claimed, but this application and that 
patent were never copending, so this application is not entitled to any benefit 
under 35 USC 120 from that patent. Also the date of filing of Serial Number 
08/497,997 should be given where it is referred to on page 2 of the declaration. 



# 
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Conclusion 



9. An examination of this application reveals that applicant is unfamiliar with 
patent prosecuting procedure. While an inventor may prosecute the application, 
lack of skill in this field usually acts as a liability in affording the maximum 
protection for the invention disclosed. Applicant is advised to secure the services 
of a registered patent attorney or agent to prosecute the application, since the 
value of a patent is largely dependent upon skillful preparation and prosecution. 
The Office cannot aid in selecting an attorney or agent. 

Applicant is advised of the availability of the publication "Attorneys and 
Agents Registered to Practice Before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office." 
This publication is for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon was cited in the parent 
application and is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to F. J. Bartuska whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 111. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Karen Young, can be reached on (703) 308-1 107. The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 
305-7687. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those under 35 
U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and should be 
addressed to [karen.young@uspto.gov]. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 
employees will not communicate with applicant via Internet e-mail where sensitive data will be 
exchanged or where there exists a possibility that sensitive data could be identified exchanged 
unless there is of record an express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122 by 
the applicant. See the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Patent and Trademark Office 
Official Gazette on February 25, 1997 at 1 195 OG 89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 1 13. 




